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SUB J : AUDIENCE WITH IING BIRENDRA - NARCOTICS 

REF: KATHMANDU 3642 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON KING AUGUST 19, 1 REVIEWED 

WITH HIM VARIOUS ASPECTS OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AGAINST 
THE BACKGROUND OF SEVERAL OF THE PRESIDENT'S PRIORITY 
CONCERNS, INCLUDING DEVELOPMENTAL ASSISTANCE, HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND NARCOTICS. THIS MESSAGE DEALS WITH OUR 
DISCUSSION ON NARCOTICS QUESTION. 

2. IRECALLED THAT SUBJECT OF NARCOTICS WAS ONE WHICH 
HAD BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION WITH HMG FOR SOME TIME. AS 
CANNABIS GREW WILD IN NEPAL AND ITS CULTIVATION WAS 
DIFICULT TO CONTROL WE WERE NATURALLY CONCERNED OVER 
ITS LEAKAGE INTO INTERNATIONAL MARKET. WE HAD 
ACCORDINGLY WELCOMED GON INITIATIVE LAST YEAR TO ADOPT 
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LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING CONTROLS AND PENALTIES AND 
WE HAD EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ADEQUATE ENFORCEMENT 
MACHINERY WOULD FOLLOW. 

2. KING INTERJECTED TO SAY THAT THIS WAS HIS 

OBJECTIVE ALSO. HOWEVER, IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION 

THAT SO FAR, ADOPTION OF THIS LEGISLATIN HAD UNFORTUNATELY 
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CONTRIBUTED MORE TO AN INCREASE IN CORRUPTION AMONG 
OFFICALS THAN TO CONTROLLING NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. MUCH 
MORE WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE IN THE WAY OF 
DEVELOPING BETTER TRAINED OFFICIALS AND RAISING 
THE GENERAL STANDARD OF ADMINISTRATION BEFORE THIS 
LAW COULD BE EFFECTIVELY ENFORCED AND THIS WOULD 
TAKE TIME. 

3. 1 WENT ON TO SAY THAT WHILE WE HAD EXPRESSED 
OUR CONERN ABOUT ILLICIT TRAFFICKING IN HASISH AS A 
MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, THIS PROBLEM AS FAR AS I 
KNEW DID NOT IMPINGE DIRECTLY ON US INTERESTS 
BECAUSE VERY LITTLE OF THIS NARCOTIC REACHED TH US FROM 
NEPAL AS FAR AS THE EMBASSY WAS AWARE. HOWEVER, 

THERE WAS A FAR MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM POSSIBLY 
LOOMING AHEAD BECAUSE WE HAD RECEIVED REPORTS 
EARLIER THIS YEAR OF POPPY CULTIVATION IN 

WESTERN NEPAL TOGETHER WITH OTHER REPORTS THAT THE 
GON WAS CONSIDERING GOING INTO OPIUM PRODUCTION, 

OSTENSIBLY TO MEET LEGITIMATE MEDICAL NEEDS AND 
FOR EXPORT. THIS SUBJECT HAD COME UP IN MY INITIAL 
CALL ON THE PRIME MINISTER WHO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
"ONE OR TWO COUNTRIES" HAD EXPRESSED INTERENST IN 
PURCHASING OPIUM FOR NEPAL AND HAD CONFIRMED THAT 
THE GON WAS CONSIDERING THE MATTER (KATHMANDU 3278). 

THE KING NODDED AND SAID THIS WAS CASE, MENTIONING 
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THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS ONE OF THE COUNTRIES 
TO WHICH PRIME MINISTER HAD REFERRED. 

4. 1 REMINDED KING THAT WE HAD RECENTLY MADE A 
DEMARCHE BOTH IN WASHINGTON AND HERE EXPRESSING OUR 
CONCERN OVER THESE DEVELOPMENTS AND DRAWING ON STATE 

132964. 1 REPEATED THE POINTS IN THIS MESSAGE WHICH THE 
THEN-CHARGE HAD EXPRESSED TO THE PRIME MINISTER 
(KATHMANDU 2374). I ADDED THAT NEPAL WAS BLESSED 

BY NOT HAVING AN OPIUM AND HEROIN PROBLEM AND THAT 
IF THE KING WERE CONCERNED ABOUT CORRUPTION, THE INTRO- 
DUCTION OF POPPIES AND OPIUM INTO NEPAL COULD HAVE 
FAR MORE SERIOUS EFFECTS, THREATENING TO 
CORRUPT THE YOUTH OF THE COUNTRY TO SAY 
NOTHING OF THE TEMPTATIONS THIS WOULD OFFER ALL 
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. I CONCLUDED BY REMINDING THE KING 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S CONCERN ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 
CONTROL PROBLEM. WHILE I DID NOT WANT TO USE A PHRASE 
WHICH SOUNDED THREATENING, ESPECIALLY IN OUR FIRST 
MEETING, IN ALL CANDOR I HAD TO TELL HIM THAT IF THE 
GON DECIDED TO GO DOWN THIS ROAD THIS COULD HAVE A 
VERY SERIOUS EFFECT ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
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5. THE KING TOOK THIS IN STRIDE REMARKING THAT HE 
REALLY HADN'T FOCUSED ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
HASH AND OPIUM AND THE DANGERS INHERENT IN THE 
CULTIVATION OF POPPIES. HE SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO 
THE MATTER FURTHER. THE DISCUSSION TURNED TO OTHER 
SUBJECTS AFTER I SAID I WOULD SEND HIM SOME 
LITERATURE ON OPIUM CULTIVATION. 

6. COMMENT: THE FEDBACK WE ARE GETTING FROM THE 
PALACE IS THAT THE PALACE GUARD AND THE ROYAL FAMILY 
ACCEPTED WITH GOOD GRACE THE VARIOUS POINTS I RAISED 
WITH KING INCLUDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION BUT 

WERE ANNOYED AT THE THRUST OF MY REMAKRS ON THE NARCOTICS 
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ISSUE. THIS COMES CLOSE TO HOME, SINCE IN THIS BUSINESS. 

THE PALACE IS SAID TO BE CONSIDERING HOW TO REACT TO 
MY PRESENTATION. WE MAY BE IN FOR SOME UNPLEASANT 
BUSINESS AND SOME DEFLATION IN THE GENERAL EUPHORIA 
THAT CURRENTLY PREVAILS OVER THE EXCELLENT STATE OF 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

HECK 
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